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I would like to acknowledge that the land I occupy in North Texas is 
the ancestral and unceded territory of the Jumanos, Kiikaapoi, 
Tawakoni - Caddo and Wichita Nations.  I wish to pay respect to 
elders both past and present and honor the stewardship of this land 
throughout the generations. This acknowledgement does not exist 
in a past tense or historical context: colonialism is a current ongoing 
process and we need to build our mindfulness of our present 
participation. 

Kanyon Coyote Woman Sayers-Roods
Costanoan Ohlone-Mutsun and Chumash



Questions for Discussion
• What can I do if I find out or think a student is undocumented?

• What do you know about the undocumented population at your school?

• What support services are available for these students on your campus? Are there staff 
members dedicated to providing these services? 

• How can your school institutionalize dedicated staff training for supporting these students?

• What post-secondary opportunities are available for an undocumented student?

• What are these students afraid of?

• How can you push against this fear?

• How do you create a visible safe zone for these students?

• What resources do Parents of these students need?



LANGUAGE AND TERMINOLOGY
• Unauthorized – Lacking authorization to be present and/or living in the 

United States

• Undocumented – Lacking the documentation required to establish 
permanent residency

• DACAmented – Undocumented individuals with DACA status

• DREAMers – Individuals who would benefit from enactment of the 
DREAM (Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors) Act

• Generation 1.5 – Immigrated to a new country before or during their 
early teens

• Those Without Legal Status Privilege - Dr. José Medina

• The “I” Word – Dehumanizing and demonizing 



Undocumented Youth May Experience
• Constant fear of deportation
• May keep secrets and be reticent to trust
• Higher levels of stress due to financial barriers
• Anxiety about the future
• Depression, substance use/abuse and suicidal ideation
• Trauma of discrimination and prejudice from high school and 

college faculty and staff, either due to ignorance or personal biases 
(Castro-Salazar & Bagley, 2010; Pérez, Cortés et al., 2010)

Dra. Aurora Chang, Ph.D. & Padraic Stanley, MSW
Illinois ACAC Share the Dream Conference 2015



Situations When A Student 
Might Disclose Their Status

• You are a member of their ethnic/racial group 
• You are a trusted mentor
• You are in a position to assist with a concern 
• You have been referred by another student
• You have imposed requirements that they cannot complete 

without telling you of their inability to comply
• Remember - The information shared with you is confidential

Adapted from California State University (2009) 
AB540 Ally Training Project Facilitator Handbook.



We Need to Recognize
• Over 450,000 undocumented students are 

enrolled in higher education
• ~650,000 Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA) holders
• 1.3M immediately eligible 
• 3.9M K-12 students live in mixed status families

Migration Policy Institute



287(g) Agreements
• State and local law enforcement departments may enter into a 

formal contract with ICE 
• Allows ICE to delegate many of its powers to state and local 

jurisdictions
• Delegated officers have the ability to: 1) inquire into a person’s 

immigration status; 2) detain persons beyond the time they 
would be held in local custody; and 3) issue Notice to Appear 
documents to commence removal proceedings

• Texas jurisdictions: Aransas, Burnet, Calhoun, Chambers, DeWitt, 
Galveston, Goliad, Jackson, Kendall, Lavaca, Lubbock, 
Matagorda, Montgomery, Nueces, Potter, Refugio, Rockwall, 
Smith, Tarrant, Terrell, Victoria, Walker, Waller, Wharton and 
Williamson counties



SB 4 UPDATE 
● Requires that local Texas law enforcement officers comply 

with ICE detainer requests 

● Prohibits any Texas town or county or agency from limiting 
their assistance to ICE or Border Patrol  

● Does not change the way police are required to act when 
enforcing Texas laws 

● Law enforcement officers do not have legal authority to stop 
or arrest someone based on their immigration status



The 100 Mile Border Zone



How can our students protect themselves?
• Know their rights when interacting with law enforcement

• Have a family plan just in case someone is detained

• If detained, 
• Stay silent! 
• Don’t sign anything that they don’t understand
• Do not answer any questions about their place of birth or 

immigration status
• Ask for/to call an attorney
• If they are still detained after the time they should otherwise 

be released, call an attorney 





REAL ID ACT
• MAY 2023

• Required for official federal government purposes, such 
as entering secure federal buildings or boarding domestic 
flights.



Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA)
On June 15, 2012, the Secretary of Homeland Security announced that 
certain people who came to the United States as children and met 
several guidelines could request consideration of deferred action for a 
period of two years, subject to renewal. They would also be eligible for 
work authorization. Deferred action is a use of prosecutorial discretion 
to defer removal action against an individual for a certain period of 
time. Deferred action does not provide lawful status.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services



Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals

• Not a path to permanent residency or citizenship
• The Deferred Action is Deportation
• Hints at deniable plausibility that children were brought to the 

United States “through no fault of their own”
• Current program does not serve those who arrived after June 15, 

2007 nor those who didn’t otherwise meet eligibility criteria on 
June 15, 2012



DACA Rescission – September 2017
• No new DACA applications

• DACA holders retained their status and work permits until 
their expiration (Social Security numbers do not expire)

• Advance Parole no longer granted

• Renewal DACA applications were only accepted until 
October 5, 2017



DACA in the Courts – Spring 2018
• Due to federal court orders on January 9, 2018 from the 

Northern District of California and on February 13, 2018 
from the Eastern District of New York, USCIS resumed 
accepting requests to renew a grant of deferred action 
under DACA.

• Renewal DACA applications were accepted and processed 
for the first time in months since the Sept. 2017 
rescission. 



Supreme Court Decision – June 2020
The U.S. Supreme Court issued a decision finding that 
the Trump administration’s termination of DACA was 
(1) judicially reviewable and (2) done in an arbitrary 
and capricious way that violated federal law.

But the court did not rule on whether the program 
had been legally adopted.

National Immigration Law Center



Supreme Court Decision – June 2020
• Continued to protect current DACA recipients from deportation

• Current DACA recipients remained eligible for work authorization

• Did not expand the program 

• Did not change the criteria used to qualify



Supreme Court Decision – June 2020
• U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) continued to accept 

DACA renewal applications from anyone who previously has had 
DACA.

• December 2020: The administration was ordered by a federal judge 
in New York to begin accepting first-time DACA applications.

National Immigration Law Center



Legislative Update - July 2021
● U.S. district court in Texas declared the DACA program unlawful
● The DACA program and the 2012 U.S. Department of Homeland 

Security (DHS) memorandum that originally established DACA were 
set aside

● DACA was remanded back to DHS to take steps to comply with the 
court’s order

● The program was/is continued for current recipients
● Allows renewal applications (for now)

National Immigration Law Center



Legislative Update - July 2021

● Allows USCIS to continue to accept first-time DACA requests
● Prohibits the federal government from processing or approving any 

first-time DACA requests after July 16, 2021 (the date of the court’s 
decision)

● The federal government has announced that it will appeal this 
decision to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals

National Immigration Law Center

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/17/statement-by-president-joe-biden-on-daca-and-legislation-for-dreamers/


Legislative Update - Build Back Better Act
● Passed by the House in mid-November
● Includes $100 billion toward immigration measures
● Proposes up to 10 years of work authorization and protection from removal 

for undocumented people who have been living in the United States since 
before 2011

● Currently stalled in the Senate
● Senate Parliamentarian Elizabeth MacDonough earlier rejected several 

previous immigration-related provisions in the draft bill, such as a path to 
citizenship for undocumented immigrants



Post-Secondary Landscape
• Plyler v. Doe (1982) grants undocumented students the right to a K-12 

education

• No federal law specifically prohibits undocumented students from 
attending a public college or university

• Private colleges have the right to admit or deny any student

• State legislation and policies both support and restrict access





COLLEGE SEARCH 
• Friendly versus unfriendly counties and states

• Campus climate

• Knowledgeable admission staff

• Academic majors (some programs and professions require licensure or exams 
that are only open to U.S. Citizens and/or U.S. Permanent Residents)

• College costs and aid opportunities

• Citizenship questions on application and college forms



FINANCIAL AID
• Confusion regarding institutional policies on aid and eligibility for 

scholarships from the college and other entities 

• CSS Profile open to all students

• FAFSA for DACAmented (sometimes)

• TASFA (Texas Application for State Financial Aid) 

• Institutional Forms



FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 
TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY

• You are NOT required to disclose which financial aid application a student submitted on 
the TEA Form.

• Code 01 – Financial Aid Form Submitted
• Code 02 – Exception Filed

• Develop best practice for who verifies submission of financial aid applications.

• Limit faculty/staff access to individual student information. It is FERPA protected. 



TEXAS SENATE BILL 1528
(NORIEGA BILL/HOUSE BILL 1403)
• Applies to public universities and colleges in Texas and many 

private institutions 
• Qualifies undocumented students for Texas resident tuition AND 

state financial aid if they meet all of the following criteria
• Graduated from a Texas high school or received GED in Texas
• Resided in Texas 36 months leading up to high school graduation 

or receipt of GED
• Resided in Texas 12 months prior to college enrollment
• Student submits Affidavit to the college stating they will apply to 

become a permanent resident at earliest opportunity they are 
eligible to do so 



What We Can Do
• Listen and Validate

•Acknowledge Our Privilege

• Include Undocu in the Conversation

•Build Relationships 

•Create Communities

Adapted from 11 Ways You Can Help Undocumented Students by Jeff Benson 



What We Can Do
• Get and Stay Active and Informed 

• Learn the Local & State Legislation and Policies

• Identify Legal Resources

• Create Undocu Programs 

• Establish Partnership Networks 

• Write Inclusive Admission and Financial Aid Policies

Adapted from 11 Ways You Can Help Undocumented Students by Jeff Benson 



What We Can Do

•Update entire school community and have a plan

•Protect Student Data (FERPA)

•Know Your Rights Training

•Acknowledge Intersectionality



Organizations to Know

NORTH TEXAS 

DREAM TEAM

RAICES





NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP (Open to Texas Residents)
• Have DACA, TPS or came to the United States before November 1, 2016, and otherwise meet the DACA criteria
• Came to the United States before the age of 16
• Have significant unmet financial need
• Have graduated or will graduate from a United States high school (or have earned or will earn a high school 

equivalency diploma) 
• Graduated or will graduate with a GPA of 2.5 or better on a 4.0 scale;
• Have not earned more than 21 credits in a community college or a 4-year college or university before the Fall term 

following high school graduation (not counting credits earned in a pre-college or dual enrollment program in high 
school);

• Intend to enroll full-time in an associate or bachelor’s degree program at a Partner College no later than the Spring 
term of the academic year following high school graduation

• Are eligible for in-state tuition at the Partner College you want to attend



RESOURCE FOLDER

https://bit.ly/3zOga69


