OBJECTIVES:
6.14:  Writing/Writing Process. Students use elements of the writing process (planning, drafting,
revising, editing, and publishing) to compose text. Students are expected to:
(A) plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for conveying the intended meaning to an
audience, determining appropriate topics through a range of strategies (e.g., discussion,
background reading, personal interests, interviews), and developing a thesis or controlling idea;
(B) develop drafts by choosing an appropriate organizational strategy (e.g., sequence of events,
cause-effect, compare-contrast) and building on ideas to create a focused, organized, and
coherent piece of writing;
(C) revise drafts to clarify meaning, enhance style, include simple and compound sentences, and
improve transitions by adding, deleting, combining, and rearranging sentences or larger units of
text after rethinking how well questions of purpose, audience, and genre have been addressed;
(D) edit drafts for grammar, mechanics, and spelling; and
(E) revise final draft in response to feedback from peers and teacher and publish written work
for appropriate audiences.
6.15  Writing/Literary Texts. Students write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings
about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. Students are expected to:
(A) write imaginative stories that include:
(i) a clearly defined focus, plot, and point of view;
(ii) a specific, believable setting created through the use of sensory details; and
(iii) dialogue that develops the story; and
(B) write poems using:
(i) poetic techniques (e.g., alliteration, onomatopoeia);
(ii) figurative language (e.g., similes, metaphors); and
(iii) graphic elements (e.g., capital letters, line length).
6.16 Writing. Students write about their own experiences. Students are expected to write a
personal narrative that has a clearly defined focus and communicates the importance of or
reasons for actions and/or consequences.
6.17 Writing/Expository and Procedural Texts. Students write expository and procedural or
work-related texts to communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for specific
purposes. Students are expected to:
(A) create multi-paragraph essays to convey information about a topic that:

(i) present effective introductions and concluding paragraphs;
(ii) guide and inform the reader's understanding of key ideas and evidence;
(iii) include specific facts, details, and examples in an appropriately organized structure; and
(iv) use a variety of sentence structures and transitions to link paragraphs;
(B) write informal letters that convey ideas, include important information, demonstrate a sense
of closure, and use appropriate conventions (e.g., date, salutation, closing);
(C) write responses to literary or expository texts and provide evidence from the text to
demonstrate understanding; and
(D) produce a multimedia presentation involving text and graphics using available technology.
6.18  Writing/Persuasive Texts. Students write persuasive texts to influence the attitudes or
actions of a specific audience on specific issues. Students are expected to write persuasive essays
for appropriate audiences that establish a position and include sound reasoning, detailed and
relevant evidence, and consideration of alternatives.
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6.22  Research/Research Plan. Students ask open-ended research questions and develop a plan
for answering them. Students are expected to:
(A) brainstorm, consult with others, decide upon a topic, and formulate open-ended questions to
address the major research topic; and
(B) generate a research plan for gathering relevant information about the major research
question.
6.23 Research/Gathering Sources. Students determine, locate, and explore the full range of
relevant sources addressing a research question and systematically record the information they
gather. Students are expected to:
(A) follow the research plan to collect data from a range of print and electronic resources (e.g.,
reference texts, periodicals, web pages, online sources) and data from experts;

(B) differentiate between primary and secondary sources;
(C) record data, utilizing available technology (e.g., word processors) in order to see the
relationships between ideas, and convert graphic/visual data (e.g., charts, diagrams, timelines)
into written notes;
(D) identify the source of notes (e.g., author, title, page number) and record bibliographic
information concerning those sources according to a standard format; and
(E) differentiate between paraphrasing and plagiarism and identify the importance of citing valid
and reliable sources.
6.24  Research/Synthesizing Information. Students clarify research questions and evaluate and
synthesize collected information. Students are expected to:
(A) refine the major research question, if necessary, guided by the answers to a secondary set of
questions; and
(B) evaluate the relevance and reliability of sources for the research.
6.25  Research/Organizing and Presenting Ideas. Students organize and present their ideas and
information according to the purpose of the research and their audience. Students are expected to
synthesize the research into a written or an oral presentation that:
(A) compiles important information from multiple sources;
(B) develops a topic sentence, summarizes findings, and uses evidence to support conclusions;
(C) presents the findings in a consistent format; and
(D) uses quotations to support ideas and an appropriate form of documentation to acknowledge
sources (e.g., bibliography, works cited).

