Make sure students fill out the correct TASFA form. The date on top refers to
the academic year for which the student is requesting financial aid.

Students should put their college ID #
if they have it. If not, they should
leave blank.
Make sure to
answer both
questions: 13
and 19.
Question 19
refers to your
college grade
level.

The housing
plan section is
important – this
will determine
the budget
considered for
financial aid
purposes.

Some institutions will
require proof or copy of
DACA I-797 Form.

Males between 18 and 25 MUST register with the selective service. DO NOT send the
registration forms to the financial aid office; send a copy of the card when received.

Many DREAMers are here without their parents (unaccompanied youth) and the probability of homelessness is
much higher among this population. However, most students in this situation have not been identified nor are
receiving services from school districts. Please refer possible homeless students to your district’s homeless
service office. Homeless students are classified as independent and receive more services and possibly more aid.
Immigration status is not a barrier to this classification. Please note, the student will need documentation of
being classified as homeless.

DO NOT select
“Other/Unknown”.
First Generation
scholarships may
require an answer.

For tax filers,
complete line
63. Non-tax
filers should
complete line
70. Please see
financial aid
office for
guidance on
how to report
income.

The majority of families will not have anything to report
on B or C of Step 4. They should put 0 or NA.

Non-tax filers
should
complete line
70. For tax
filers,
complete line
63. Please see
financial aid
office for
guidance on
how to report
income.

If there is additional
income not reported on
income tax or if the family
did not file, list amount(s)
on question 70. Report for
student and parent(s) only.

If parents make below income threshold they need to
explain the breakdown of expenses. Non-tax filer families
also need to fill out and submit the Non-tax Filer Form
discussed in the next section of this guide.

Follow FAFSA rules regarding parents and household definitions. If students are living with their families, they
should include everyone in the household and any siblings attending college that may not live at home. If
families support 50% or more a relative that is outside of the U.S. they should be included here. Students must
include their parents and their dependents even if they are not living in the U.S. (even if the parents are not
actually supporting the student). If student cannot be classified as an independent according to Section 1,
but has no contact, the student might be able to qualify for a dependency override. Students should contact the
financial aid office to inquire about procedure for a dependency override.

Parent signature is required for dependent students even if the parents are in
another city, state, or country. Students can email TASFA to parents, ask them
to print, sign the page, and mail the form back to the student. This can be a
challenge if parents are in a rural or impoverished area; in extreme cases
contact the financial aid office. Other relatives or guardians are NOT allowed
to sign on behalf of the parent. Make sure to check the appropriate box for
which parent signed according to how the parent is listed on page 3.

When in doubt, REFER TO THE TASFA INSTRUCTIONS or
call the financial aid office at each institution. Sometimes
there is a financial aid advisor in charge of handling TASFAs.
The Texas Financial Aid Information Center is also a great
resource (1-888-311-8881)

